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Who had Apoltatized from the Chri. 


| as a 2: Letter fioni/an Atheift of his Ac- 
- | #- 1: quafmtance,” witfh's Anſwer to its 


” bu 


The Second 


SPIR A: 


hy fearful Example of | 
An Atheiſt, 


ſtian Religion, and died in Dcſpair at Weſt- 
minſter, Decemb. 3. 1692. 

With an Account of his Sickneſs, ConviQti- | 
ons, Diſcourſes with Friknds:and:Mini- 
ſters: and of his dreadful Exprefſions and 
Blaſphemies when he left the World 


Publiſh'd for an Example 10 orhers, and recoms | 
m-nd64 10 all yzung Perſons, 20 ſertle them in 
their Religion, 


| By J. S;- a Minifter-of -the-Ehurch 
of England, a frequent Viſitor of him du- 
ring his whole Sicknels. ts 


Fg 


The Fourih Zdition, with a remarkable Occur- 
| rence further clearing the Matter of Fact. 


London, Printed for Fohn Dunton at the Ra- 


ven in the Poultry. 1693. 


- 
th 
- 
FY 
he —— 
- -— + * .- 
[4 
x 
[1 
C 
C. 
o 
«4 
- 
20 
. 


Imprimarur, 


p 


— 


——_—_— 


tuned by ſeveral 
of my nearer Ac- 
quaintance, to publiſh 
the following Relation, 


as an account that might 
be very uſeful to - the 


Publick, particularly a- 


_ gainſt Profaneneſs. aud. 
Atheiſm; and finding my. 
Dulineſs at preſent very. 


A 2 FEES " Ur- 


The Preface. 


} Eing often impor- 


O 
a 


The Preface. 


urgent upon me, I have 


at laſt yielded to. give 
thei Papers. and , Notes 
which I took during t the 
. whole . Viſztation, - to a 
Friend of mine, to put 
'em in ſome kind of Me 
thod and Order for the 
Preſs: . And having ex- 
amined the Piece, now 
tis perfected, with the 
Original Notes and Pa- 
pers which I drew my 
elf, I find 'the Subſtance 


and: material Part very 


fairhfully done, It 


a> 


(- 


\ 


The P reface. . 
| It' cantiot be expeR- 
ed by the Reader thar 


the Stile and Words. 


are verbatim the faitie. 
as delivered ,_ eſpecially 
the ro Letters, which - 


are in the followird 
| Fra&, but as'far as; 1 


remeinber, and- as my 


Notes will aftiſt me, 
( in caking of which L | 
usd all the Sincerity. 


and Care IF conld). I. 
dare affirm thar_ there's - * 
nothing materit] an at, . 


A. 


, 


-” The P reface. | 


nor is there any interpo- 
lations which are -not 


genuine, I mean ſuch as  ; ; 


do not add to the Senſe, 
_ but only expatiate © 
in order to give a plain- 
er Notfton and Idea of 
the Matter: But as to 
what that Miſerable 
Gentleman delivered bim- 
felf ( who is the Sub- 
jet of this Relation ) 
 both-II and the M E- 


THODIZER 
of my Notes have been 


=; ery Critical to 


give We: 


T be P, eface. 

ive them as near the . 

Truth, and very Ex- 
ES, reſſions, as we Z 
Loving the Rekes 


||. would notbe diſpleas'd 


to have as Nice and 
Exa& Account of that 
part of theT reatiſe as pol- 
_ {ibly could bemet with. 

There's another thing 
twhich the Reader 
will not be forry to 
. find, which is; That 


whereas in dreadful ,, 


Fil. ſurprizing Relations, the 


Dogk _ A uthor, or 


both 1 


Oo The Preface. 
|  * both together, do uſu--. 


ally clog the Marter of 
Fa& with long and te- 
dious Obſervations, im- 
pertinent R efleQions & 
fach like Saf, only to 
make the Volume fell ; 
here he will find nv 
needleſs or trifing Di- 
oreſſions, bur mmmixt 
Relation, barely and 
parely deliver d, fo thar 


_ the Reader all the while 
he reads, will be apon 


his "Sabjet , and nor 


; a | 
” 5 < » , 
IE Wh 1 
. wu 


3 The Preface. To 


perplex'd with an ExpeQation 


of it. DEE i dogs. OR . 
Pve no more to add but this, 
That I'm willing to hope and be. 
lieve this Treaeſe may be a means 
to ſtartle ſome that are Arherft;- 
cally Inclin'd ; and perhaps re- 


| claim others, who by ſeeing this, 


may 'conclude it their Intereſt, 
Rather to be a thoughtful Reader: 


of ſuch an Hiſtory, than to be fuch 
" an Hiſtory themſelves, And as 


for other Toung People, whoſe 
Converſe in'the- World has not 


yet given them the unhappy Ac- 


quaintance of our Modern 4- 
sheifts or their Principles , this 


3 may - be a Spur to their Dili- 
-geace, and a Warning to keep 


them from the dreadful Sin of - 
APOSTATISING. 
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The Methodizer*s Apolog 'y. 


W Am ſenfble enough thit this Age bas 8 ded 
= of Curiolity and little Charity in it, nee 
but that every one, who by Imprudence, Ac- 
eident, oy otherwiſe , gives any juſt Occafion for 
others 20 be Uncheritable, is vblig'd in Fuſtize 
to rem7ve it, or be content t0 beay #t.- | 
I ſhell therefore, ſo far #5 1 im corcern'd, give 
that Accomm to the Wa Id which | bave (done to 
feveradl Eminent Divines and Gentlemen, 'who 
bave been with me for ſatizfattion in this Afar, 
Viz. a \ : 
The Divine, whom. I belleve ta be 4 Perfon 
of Integrity, end from whom | receiv'd the Mi- 
nates, (wh'ch 1 bave thus Metboliq'd) baving 
mentioned *em 10 fue, | became hiiportnunte for 
their Publication, which be declin'd ſeucrd times, 
weing Bis Dependance upon.the Family, and. the 
I Conſequenite is might have, in- veſpe@ of bis 
Fortunes, pevheps of bis Life. <1 Toft be cop- 
ſented, upon my Sol:mu Promiſe not to difcover 
him, and upon aſſuring bim , that only the two 
firſt Letters of bis Name ſhould be printed 5 all 
this time retaining from me « bnowledge of the 
Family. - So ſoon a5 I bad put the Origigal Pa-+ 
pers in that little Order te Workd now finds 
them, be defir'd be might baye all back, 29 rom- 
pare the finifht. Piece with the Original Notes ; 
which be di, and wrote the Preface, acquitting 
me of any Additions, Interpolations, Wc. With 
this Preface, amongſt other things, be ſent me a 
Letter. (mich afterwards be told me be defign'd 
20 ſenq by it.Jelf,” and therefore it was ſealed up). 
The Lener is as follows :* {The Original may 
be Ken at the Bookſellers. ) SIR 


The Mithodizer"s Apology. . 
SIR £h 
Had Your's, with the Manuſcript, _and ha- 

ving compar it with the Memoirs I took, 
I thihk you, have done Me, and the Caſe of 
that miſerable Man, a rigid Faſtice. 

As to the Preface you mention'd'in Your's, 
if the following will.'be any Service to you, 
you are free to it, Let realy the rwo Birff Lev 
. s of -my.Name be prietes I the lafter end 

- the Preface» In the Thle Page you may 
Ao ſay, Þy J. S. 4 Mele of the Church 
England, 4 frequept Viſitor during, the wbols 
Sickneſs, or ſomething like it. Ym goin £ 
down into Efex, and as foon as I return, I 
ſee your Bookſeller, of whom [expedt fo 1E- 
ceive half a dozen Bovks. 


Decemb. 26. Your.rcal Friend 48d Servant, - 
J-.S 


1692. 

The Book being primed, ſeveral Divines and 
ethers, who were very willing-to Deve-a-grod Aro 
reftation, ame 30 anquive the Bookſeller: and 
of me about it, and 1 alſo leis very defirous the 
Work migie be fully ſatisfied i= ir, abe Rela» 
pow, nag Love 19 make ſuch. an unexpeTed _ 

jou Author, at bu No vr Th; 
wA vile thr worn tre Publi be 
_ of the whole Maner, with: tbe Circanſten- 

- ces of Perſors. and —_ prefſiag the Concern 
of Religion,” my own Reputation., and- the 
Book felie's ( wha 5s beneby. acquined 
from «ny unfair dealing in the C afe):.c0. nehich 
(as near as { can remenbcr, and us } bave 101d 


ſone'in Town, whoſe. Friendſhip 1 moſt raloe) 


be anſwered, rhn be wws coldly receiv d. ar ble 


remrn 


- The Methodizer's Apology, 

return, and loaded with the Epithers of Ingrate- 
' ful-Promile-breaker, ©c. For be bad promu'd 
them not ro make the Concern publick, ( which in- 
deed-be bas not in the. moſt material Poms Be. 
fides, be tells me of ſome private Threats bar 
be bas beard, . in caſe be betrays the Family to the 
- Peblick, I1gnomy of ſuch a Relation ; and be 
ſays be ſufficiently aſur'd , rþat tbo;e Divines 
and Doflors be ſaw with the ſick Perſon, bave 
been, dealt with ugder-hand, . or elſe the Buſineſs 
muſt certainly have come to light. before now. . 1 
told bim, that I believ'd bis dependance on the 
Family (which be told me had mary Branches, and 
this Gentleman "was unknown 10 him before that 
time) was not abſolutely nec ſurv, fince I doubt- 
ed not (for | kave beard it promis'd) but that be 
would meet with a Patron, in caſe be ſhoul1 be 
expell'd. He: anſwer'd io this, That if -al} anher 
» Teſfitmonies were t..ken off but bus, be might rea- 
jonabl- fear, ' being untjaſily degra ted, or Eterual - 

Impriſonment, :and ſuch an Attion of Scandal,” 
that would ruin! (or at leaſt inconvenience} ſeve- 
ral Patrons with bim ; 'kow good, this Arcum-nt 
" is I know not, baving very little Acquaintance 
in' Law Matters : | told bim,. That ſeveral 
, things: lockt-: ſuſpiciouſly-in it 5 as rhax 1t ſhould 
come out by none of all thoſe that were preſent, 
beſides: bim, To mwbich he 'arſwer'd as before, 
That be was. confident. they were att adjur'd 11- 
lence, by Promiſes, Threats, or - ſome other Me- 
thods ſuitable ro:their. Qualities, * 1 rold him, That 
many ſuſpet, that Mr. F — N—— ma the 
Perſon: He'proteſied be was not. © Here were 0- 
ther things of tHj6 nature what paſt betwixi us, 
in el which 1 diſcover'd bim miphty uneafie and 
apprehenſive of further Miſchief , cominualy 
renewing bis Injun&tion and my.Promiſe of not 
; = 


FRE Bhs +”; Mecthodizeis Apology. 


revealing any thing, if by any fortuitous or un« 
guarded E xpregion, | had diſcovered the Family. 
As for my particular, 1 know well enough, that 
my own Integrity and Reputation 7s the Hinge 
upon which the Relation chiefly moves, and 1 am 
very willing that any Divine, Gentleman, or o- 
ther Perſon whatever, ſnould have the Liberty of 


Examining who and what I am, of all my ac- 


quaintance,and if myCredit bith: rio apfdarsunſpot- 


ted and free, and nor ftain d with baſe, little and 


diſhonourable Aﬀions, 1 bope 1 ſhall have that 
common Charity in this Afair which every one 
would be unwilling to be deny'd, were he in my 
circumſtances, The Bookſeiler will give any one 
an account of my Lodgings, where they may have 

cans for further ſatisf ation upon this laſt Head. 
So that 1 1hink there's no neceſſity of ſubſcribing my 
Name 10 this Apology. +, 

This is the fu'e$ Account the World is to ex- 
pet from what 1 at preſent know in this Affair, 
and if I recetve any further light imo it hereafter, 
1 ſball ſoon make #t publick, for my own credit, and 
the ſatisfattion of others: 


EE Methodizer of this Hiſtory, being 4 Per- 


ſon of great Integrity, the Reader has no 
reaſon t0 queſtion the truth of this printed Atte- 
ſtation be bas here given concerning it ; and what 
commendation I ſha'l give of it, will be ſerviceable 
no longer than till thou haſt perujed it throngh ; 
Thou wilt find ſuch Wine in it as needs no 
Buſh. This only I ſhall ſay, it well deſerves thy 
B ſerious 


CY 


ſerious and frequent Peruſal ; and I heartily wiſh 
thoſe pious Gemlemen that have Eltates would be 
inſlrumental in diſperſing of it threugbout the 
whoteKingdom,thar ſo all ranks of Men\eſpecially 
the Youth of 1his Nation, might reap ſome advan- 
rage by thisextraordinary and amazing Inftance, 
This is the Sentiment and hearty Deſire of thy cor- 
dial Friend in the Lord, R. Wolley, M. 4: 


® 


je I" "OE _ 
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February the ift. 1692. 


A Gentlewoman came into Mr, Dunton's 


oY 


Shop, between three and four a Clock, 
and ſaid, She knew'the Second Spira, and was 
acquainted with the Family to which he 
belonged. 


Wimeſs my Hand, joſeph Poole. 


—_—__w. a 4 
—_— 
: w—_ 


. February the 1h. 1693. 


Gentlewoman come into: Mr. Dunton's 

Shop, in Company with-another Per- 
ſon, and ſaid, She knew the Second Spira, and 
was acquainted with the Family; and when 
he importunately woo'd her to tell him who 
the Perſon was, the faid, ſhe would not dif- 
cover the Perſon or Family, but that the 
Truth of it would beacknowledged in-a little 
time. - 


Tt eſe two Perſons live in Crutched Fryers 
nearithe-Pump. 


V 


Wineſs my Hand, Ananias Hodges. — 


dy 


$ 


a 


The ſecond. SPIRA. 


"=p Hat Examples prevail a- 

bove Precepts can be no- 
. Surpriſe to any one that 
| conſiders the rarity;of 
them, or: that: moſt- of the Senſes - 
being at; once imployed they ſhould 


make fo ſtrong an Impreſfion upon 


the Brain, and ſo-upor+ the Under- 
ſtanding, according. to: the manner 
of Human, Perception. - - 5 

The. preſent Inſtance, whoſe Re- 


lation 1 have undertaken, -having 


made ſo deep an Imprefiion upon my. 
own Mind, 1 conld not think, © bus 
that-if all Men participate of the 
fame Nature as I go, but that: they 
muſt be equally affected with it, 

| B 2 ſome 


'v 


2 The ſecond Spira. 


| ſome Allowance being made for this, 


That what I my ſelf ſaw and heard . 
 aqtually, I communicate by way of - 


Relation to others. 
I am obliged, out of Tenderneſs 
and Reputation,to conceal the Name 


of the Family of this Gentleman , 


who is. the Subjet of the following 
Diſcourſe, and could heartily wiſh 
that my concealing it would make 
fo many as' do knew it, to forget 
every thing but the Example itſelf, 
that being only »/efl,the reſt[onomi- 
iow : But lam afraid my Wiſhes 
will prove ſucceſsleſs, there being 
four moze Divines, beſides my elf, 
who werevery frequently there, at 
the beginning of his Sickneſs, beſides 
ſeveral Getitlemen and others; whoſe 
Acquaintance, or Deſign of "doing 
Gond might lead them thither. . 
"This unhappy Gentleman,” who 
made: ſo direful 'an Exit the eighth 
of this inſtant: December, _ had in his 
youth Time the Advantage of a Re- 
tizious . and Virtudus Education  1n 


which it was RT IEgy That, he 


made 


i 
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Lhe ſecoud Spira ;" 


ET a more conſiderable Progreſs 
than was uſual for ſuch Years, being 
very warm and active 1n all Religi- 
ous Exerciſes : Bei des, he was a 
Ky proficient in Learning, being 

ent. up to, the Univerſity from 
the School where he was edy+ 
cated, very perfedt in his Latin and 
Greek Tongues at ſixteen Years of 


Age, where he cantinued five Years: 


His Behaviour and Deportment. be- 
ing ſuch that all- his Friends and 
Acquaintance- lookt upon him as an 
unconmen Bleſſing, an Ornament ta 
bis Family. At the Age of twenty 


one he-came up to Town, and en- 


tred himſelf 1 into the Inns- of Court, : 
deſigning to ſtudy the Law ; his 
Friends and he concluding it neceſla- 
ry, That- thoſe that have Eſtates ſhould 
have as leaſt ſo much inſight 1n the 
Law. as ta know how to,preſerve them. 
Oh that I could proceed with my 
Character , or at Jeaſt abruptly 
break off, and ſay, Here he dyed, 


_ _— of the Toma and its Vices! But 
} 
a 


as, the Scene ischang'd, and here 
- Þ 8g _-— 9 


. 
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4 Theſecond Spira. 


we bring another Perſon upon the 


Stage, laugh'd and ridicul'd out of his 
Innocence and Vertue,by new Acquain- 
tance, and fora long Time together 
playing the Hypocrite, aſlurfling 
"unto himſelf a degree of that Pro- 
faneneſs and Imptety he was inno- 
cent of, appearing more vile 'and 


baſe than he could ſuddenly bring. 


himſelf to be, only to ſecure his 
Reputation with his Companions, 
and avoid the uneaſfineſs' of being a 
Common Feit. But this was not the 
only nor chief Method whereby he 
was brought to his Apoſtacy, for he 
had too much Judgment, and too 
well grounded to be ſhock'd and al- 
| tered with a bare Laughter, or 4 
ridiculous Grin, He would often fay, 
«Gentlemen, thoſe that pretend to 
* Reaſon cannot be ſo bewitched 
© with the Charms of Mirth as to 
' ** think Laughing a good Argument 
" © to confute whatever may be ſaid ; 
if Religign be fo unreaſonable a 
© thing as you'd perſwade me, by 


© laughing ar ir, way don't ye give 
**me 


* Theſecond-Spira. 5 
&< me ſome fair Reaſons againſt it ? 
Hereupon ſome of the oldeſt ſtand- 
ing would ſuggeſt, <* That Mahbomer 
« has more Votaries 'than Chrilt : 


.** That that Religion is not without 
© its Martyrs and: Confeſlors ; That 
<< the wild Indians dare bravely dye. 
© for their Religion: That there's 


*©no Nation, be it never ſo Barba- 
© rous, that gives us not ſome fine 
« Examples of Doing and Suffering ; 
< that therefore its not the Excel- 
© lency of any one Religion, but 
&© the Prejudices of all, that produces 
<« theſe Effets : That tis the Habit 
«and Cuſtom of Education that 


© creates the formidable Notions of 


& Conſcience, Heaven, Hell, Futurity 
© and the Immortality of the Soul, all 
*« which are but the politick Inven- 
<tions of Prieſts and cunning Ma- 
*< giſtrates, to enrich themſelves and 
© keep the Vulgar in Awe, who are. 
* naturally -Superſtitious and Fear- 
* ful: With a deal more to the 


fame purpoſe. Such Harangues as 


theſe did by little and little poyſon 
| | the 


6 Theſecond Spire. 


the Principles of this poar Gentle- | 


man, and-mould him inta the ſame 
Leaven with themſelves, not only 
.Into the ſame Judgment, but liberty of 
' all Profaneneſs, Debauchery and Trju- 
Fice, as far as he could a&, without 
- the Cognizance.of the Law. It 
won't be amiſs ta add, That this 


Gentleman was one of that CLUB 


which within theſe laſt ſeven Years 


met- together conſtantly, To , lay 


aown- ſuch Rules aud Methods as that 
they might. be critically wicked in; every 


thing hat they could, mithous the Laws | 


taking hold'of them ; and therefore 
the Law. wſelf was more particularly ex- 
amined, What Fallacies might be put 


upon it; Where and is what Caſes it 


did not provide axajuſt unbeard of 
 _ Villames; What Subterfuges and Eva- 

frons there might be in its Expoſition ; 
with many. more like barrid Inſtauces, 
which were. all nated down a4 very uſe- 
ful Diſcoveries for the new C audidates 
of improved [mpicty. 


* Theſecond Spira. 

' But to proceed, This WE $ 
denſe and Education had. furniſh'd 
him with too much Prudence to lay 
apen himſelf to every Body ; he 
commonly kept a very: fair Corre- 
ky with his Friends, andin 

| ſtrange Places was very ſober and 
referv'd, Prudence obliging him 
not to. diſcover all he believed, to 
every Body. Thus h& liv'd ſeveral 
Years, being as ſecretly wicked as all 
Temptations, and the Advantages 
of a good Eſtate, would ſuffer him : 


, But as the Wicked do not live out balf 


their Days by reaſon of their Intem- 
perance and Debaucheries, ' ſo this 


_ Gentleman haſtned. his diſmal Perit- 


od by the like Courſes, falling de- 
ſperately ill on the thirtieth of 
November laſt, continuing ſo till the 
eighth of this inſtant December, as 
we ſaid above. + © 

As ſoon as he found himſelf pre- | 
cipitated by his i/ Conrſes into ſuch 
a dangerous-Sickneſs, he began to 
be extreamly ſtartled and amazed 


_Yat the EE ons of Death (for he 


believed 


d., 


$ The ſecond Spira. 
believed he ſhould dye) and in fpite 


of all he could do, he could not for- 
bear reflecting upon another Life ; 


.. and notwithſtanding all his Fortift- 


cations to the contrary he could 


not* confute nor rid himK&lf of the 


ExpeQation- of a Future Retributi- 
on. Being thus diftraed. with his 


Diſtemper and Fears, he threw him- + 
ſelf upon the Bed, and diſconrſed 
with himſelf after- this manner. 
Oh: ' what's the meaning of this Tunul- 


tuous War tn my Breait ? what Argu- 


went 14 there nem. to. aſſiſt: me- agamnſt 


Adatter of Fail? Do I affert, thet 
there's: 70. ell at all; and yeu I feel 
ore. ir: my Boſom ? Am [| certain, that 


there's no Heauer, when 1 am fo , 
ſure low. there's 4 Hell ?\ That there 


« 10: After-retributions when I feel s 
preſent Judgment ? Do I affirm my 


. Soul ro be as Mortal @s my Boay:, 


when this: Langnithes, and that 18 as 
Figoroms as\ ever * O that any one 
cquld- reſtore: to ne my Ancient Guard 
of Ptety and Inzocency ' But: 1's too 


lete. Wreeh Fhes _ wither _ 


-  TheſecondSpira. 9 
I fiy from this Breaft, -or what wilt 
become of me ? 
| He had no ſooner ended, but in 
comes one of his old -Companions, to 
| \ pay him a Viſit, for he had heard 
that he was not well : © How.now 
<« Brother (ſays he) why this 'Me- 
<« lancholy Look and Poſtore, you 
-þ © ſeem to be more concerned in your 
© Mind'than Body ? pray tell me 
; &« what's the Matter * The Matter ? 
ſ replyed the other, fixing a pair:of 
ghaſtly Eyes upon him, © Tis you, 
« and the reſt of my Companions, 
\  <that have inſtill'd thoſe Principles 
*«<into me; which -now having moſt 
 * need of them, leave me in the 
'{ + © Agonies of Deſpairand Confuſion. 
| © What Advice or Comfort have 
' © you now to fortiike me againſt 
« my fearful Expectations of ano- 
| &« ther Life? Are you certain that 
G « my Soul is Material and Mortal ? 
j, © Andthatit, will diſſolve with the. 
'\ << Body? I'm focertain, replyed 
| | the other, © that.I venture my 
| \<© Whole upon it. Here 1 inter- 
"\ 


ry 
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© rupted 
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rupted them by coming into the 
Room, and applying my ſelf to 
the Sick Perſon, I told him, © That 
© I was a Stranger to him, yet 
« hearing of his Diſtemper, I 

. © thought:it my Duty to pay him 
* ©«a Viſit, and give kim what Chri- 
<« ftian Comfort and Advice I was 
& capable of. I Thank you, replyed 
«the Sick Perſon, and would delire 
« you then to engage that Gentle- 
** man that ſits there (meaning his 
} Friend) f* and prove unto him that 
<« the Soul 1s not Matter, nor Mor- 
co tal. That the Soul 1s not Mat- 
© ter (faid' I ) Deſcartes has prov'd 
«in his Method, by ſhewing that 
& the Soul is independent of Matter. 
*-& That Matter itfelf cannot think, 
&« neither in theWhole nor its Parts, 
<« is evident enough from Mr. Lock 
«oft HUMAN UNDER- 
*STANDING. But after all 
<< we. perhaps can beſt prove it thus ; 
_ © Matter -is by every Philoſopher 
<« granted to be in its owii Nature 


[jb | 


« indifferent to Motion or Reft : f 


«© That 
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<« That if it be in Reſt, it will lye 
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eternally ſo , - unleſs ſomething 
elſe moves it ; z and that if any 
thing puts it in Motion, it will 
eternally move, were. it not for 
. the Oppoſition of other Matter 


which clogs and retards its Mo- 
tion. But thoſe that would 
have the Soul to be a pure fine 
Matter , ſay., that it firſt moves 
the Animal Spirits, they the 
Nerves, and theſe a Leg, an 
Arm , &c. mechanically, . as 


< Matter moves Matter. Now thoſe 
that make the Soul the firſt Agent 


and Mover, make Matter to move 


itſelf, which is impoſlible, accord- 


ing to the above-cited Thelis , 
which will have Matter to'reſt 
eternally, unleſs it be moved by 
ſomething. But the Soul does move 
the Body independent of Matter, 
and Matter cannot move unleſs it 
be firſt moved: Therefore the Soul 
is not Matter, and conſequently 
not periſhableby Attrition, Tran- 


* {mutation, &c. But, Gentlemen, 
C © ad- 
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*©added ,, I hope there's: no need 

 « of a Lefvre of this Nature” to 
&©.cjther of you ; [for you: look like 
<« Creatures that have a. ſhare in 
« Human Nature, which has the / 
& Dofrin of the Immortality of 

\ ©. the Saul innate with it. The ſick 
Perſon made no other Anſwer than 
a diſmal' Groan, as if his Heart had | 
broke, and his Friend alſomade haſte 
out of the Room, without bidding |] 
us God bwe, I was furprized at +- 
fach an Effect, and defired the ſick 
Party to know the” Reaſon of. his | | 
Difcontent, offering my Aſſiſtance 
to.remove it, if poſſible, by Coun- 
ſel, Prayers, Advice, , or any way 
.that lay in.my Power. _ "Ef 

ha Alas, Sir, replyed' he, you've | 

'« tndeceiv]d me, now its too late ; 
<«-I was: afraid of nothing fo much 
< 23s the Immortality of my Soul ; 
« now, yQu have aſſured me of 
_« that, you have aſcertained me of | 
**a Hell, of a fearful Expectation | 
* of Judgment, of a Portion amon | 
-Þ, Sr 0 ETA L «thoſe / | 

| 
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6c tho that have apoſtatiz'd from 
* their Religion , of the Lot of 
< Arheiſts, and Denyers, of Chiriſt :” 
*. You. have. now ſealed my Dammna-. 
« tion, by giving mean Earneſt of 


Cay d my Savi n1o black 
© an Heir of Perd I was fo 
farprzed at ſuch kind-of -Expreſſi- 
ons-: that. - ſtood _ for a 


conſiderable Time, for. having e- 
ceived - the; CharaRer of..a Perſon 
' that had | imbibed fame. atheiſtical 
Pranciples; I little expe&ed Jucha de- 
fperateChange, butzather that Iſhould 
_ havean hard Task-of it to make him - 
conſider - ſeriouſly. of a future 
| Lafe:: But fo ſoon: as I could-re- 
; calkQ myſelf, 1 faid, Sir,..1 wauld 
* & B _ delire 
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defire you to take heed how you 


violate. the Mercy of God, and 
think fo nightly of the Suffer- 


ings of Chriſt, as if they. were not 


ſufficient for the Redemption of the 
greatefF Sinner. This may be a De- 
Infion of the Devil, who would 
now hinder you from Repentance 
and Faith in Chriſt, I hope, if I 
have convinc'd you of the Immor- 
tality of the Soul, *tis to a* good 
End ; for the way to cure a Diſtem- 
per is firſt to know it z if you had 
died ignorant of it, you had been 
miſerably undecived in . another 
World, whereas knowing it now , 
you have an Opportunity and ſome 


time left to prepare for. your: we py 


fare. :, To which he repli'd, | 
- © As to the Mercy of 'God, in 
6 Chriſt, I once knew and taſted 


< what they are, Which is now. 


<« part of my Curſe, in that I am 
© more ſenſible of the loſs of them. 
« They are, I willgrant you, ſuf- 
<« ficient to thoſe that have any 


ts ſhare in them 3 but what's that | 


ws to 


n no Wert, 4 $4 
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«to me, who have denied Chriſt? ”"Y 
&« Who have: dajly Crucified. kim 
& afreſh,;and puthim to open ſhame ? 
6, The - Devit | bas nothing . to. do 
| £4 with the Torture, I undergo ;; "tis | 
__«'no-Delnfion 'of his, -but- the zult 
ﬆ*& Judgment of 'God upos me ; and : 
 & your Convictions: are ale part of - 
< my. heavy: Judgment, 4n that you 
» _ given. me 3 RAN NORD ; 
. « of my: Sin, Þþ ''proving:my; Soul : 
« immortal ,. bs hoe. had: 1; gone - 
—_ << ftreigbt to. Hell' in oy; 01d Dam- 
 * gable Opinions, I bad enjured 
<< but one Hell, whereas I now fagl 
« two: I mean not voly an W8kr + 
& preſſible Tortpre . which || -carry - 
- < ia my Breaft ; bot an Expects 
« tion : of : 1 know not. what's. 
& Change, | 'Oh that, 1 were in-fHlelt, -- 
«*« that I might feel the! worſt! - 
' © #* And yet: L dred:tQ Die, be- - 
7 6 poorer warlt will never havean 
INTE: ingony i W 
| ViGHUDD 6 3 ad... 
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had ſuch Effe&s upon me,that I knew 


net what to anſwer : I trembled at © 


the Judgment of,” and I remember 1 
wiſht within ny ſelf that one or two 
of the looſe Arbeifts in the Age had 
beenthere, verily believing it would 
have put a ſtop to their Impiety- 
' The Gentleman was got to Bed, re- 

Fuſing all Suſtenance, and ſweating 
through” Violence of his Torments, 
in the'moſt prodigious manner that 


ever I ſaw or heard of.. | As ſoon as 


he was rr Bed, 1defired to pray 
by him before I took ' my Leave, 


which with much ReluQtance he con- 


ſentedito. . In the midſt of Prayer he 
groaned extreamly, toſling and turn- 
ing himfelf-as'if he had been under 
the deepeſt Agomies of Death : When 
Prayer was over, I ask'd him how he 


did, 'and why: he groaned afcer ſuch - 
2a rate in Prayer-time ? 'To which 


he anſwered, -*< As the Damned in 
\ *© Hell, which lift up their Eyes in 
<.Fortnicats', - and; behold: afar: off 
<« the Saints ini Abrabar:s.' Boſome, 
< have their || 'Torments thereby 

Mm »>doubly 
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* doubly eahanſed, firſt by refi:Q- 
« ing on their own Miſery, and then 
< taking a proſpect of the, Beatifick 
&« Viſion they have loſt;evenſo,Lwho 
«© know my ſelf to be hardned,-and 


' & ſealed unto Damnation, hearing 
<« the Prayers of the Righteous, to 
«© which God Almighty's Ears are 


<< always open, granting their Re- 
<« queſts, this [encreaſes my .Tor-- 
<« ments, to think how ] am excly- 
<« ded from ſuch a;priyiled Szand have 
«© noother Portion lefc me, byt Bla- 
&« ſpheming, Weeping, aad Wailing, and 
« Gnaſhing of Teeth, for ever. Pray 
Sir, ſaid/], Conſi der, that there? Sa 
vaſt deal of diffevence betwixt yau 


_ and thoſe that are in Hell; they-are 


loſt ircevocablyfor: .ever-more;with- 


out any (opportunity of 'Reprieve,. 


or hopes of Pardon ; but you are yer 


alive, \and have Promiſes belonging 


to you in. common,” with other Sin- 
ners ;  Chrii# died. 3/eD rar , and 
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Wickednef and Jive: and that at 
what time foever « 'Sqrner nents 
from t the "Evil of bis Ways , be ſhall 


yectioe Pardon. © To. which he re- 


"4 with his uſual earneftneſ;” ”, 
« \'f'grant you as [imuch difference 
« betwixt me and thoſe that are m 
<« Hell,as betwixt a Common Devil, 


re:x34d Devil Incarnate. If theſe 


we irrevocably loſt without op- 
ws 


don, and1am yet alive, wha: 
then? - har the Conſequence ? 
ve not that 'the Promiſes belong to 
&-me in common with other Ginners 
* nor to any Sinners but ſuch as Re- 
 perit and Relieve: Ff Chriſt der 
EE Sepjers, "tis for ſich a Repenit 
«pitieve; Pot2thie” © quoate, I I = 
*40 neither, YT have outſtood my 
« Day of Grace, and' am” hardned, 
and rarned Reprobate z If God 
on Heliphrs not 5s the Death of Sinners, 
«is of ſuch Sinners as repent and 
'<retyrn unto him $ bor hes Juſtice 
« will vindicate it fel npon fackob- 


x xl | _ 
h I”? 


pretmity of Reprieve,or tapes of | 
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<« have deny'd his Power and Provt- 
<« dence both in my. Words and. AQt- 
& ons, and now he has met with me 
« forit;z and oh "ts a fearful thing 


© 9 fall into the hands of the living 


«God. If God was not againſt me, 


<-T ſhould not value it, ' tho? all the. 


<< Legions of Hell engaged me, tho? 


«all the Power and Malice of Men 


<« joined In one Complicated Body to . 
«ſtudy and exerciſe the utmoſt Bar- 
© barities that Fleſh and Blood could 


<< inflit-upon me 3: but when an An- 


&©-pry Irreconcilable God: looks vp- 
<«< on his' Creature in Wrath, and 
© conſigns him over to his Eternal 
© Vengeance and Fury, this 1s into- 
& lerable ,' inexpreſlibly, afflicting, 
«© and grieyous : Ah who can dwell in 
& everlaſting Burnings ? Oh ye that 
© have any hope, and have not-yer 


' © paſt your Day of Grace, Cry 


© mightily to God, Day and Night ; 
© think no labour too much which 
&« ſecures you from the. Wrath of 
© God : Oh who can ſtand before 


© ble 


| 1  *him when heis Angry, what Stub- 


Y 
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«ble: can refit ſach a Con faming., 
«Fire'? This, and moe. to the 
' Hime porpoſe; te fpake with ſo deep 
a Concern; the Tears trickling al 
the'while down:hys Cheeks, thac no 
Body in the' Room. coald refrain 
"Weeping, which he perceiving ſaid, 
* Andean ye Weep at the ima and 
« bare relation of theeffedts of Gods 
" Wrath, Ow then do you think] 
< Aer;  'who aftualty heundernhe 
= very weight of his Fury? Refram 
*yoar Tears for me, - tis: vairr; 
© Pity is no'Debtto me, nothing is 
« To proper for me as ſome 'Coark 
< to-compleat my Miſery, and free 
 < me from the Torments of my Ex- 
<Syettzrion. Here be pans'd a lit- 
'tle, when looking towards the Fire, 
-  befaid, ** Oh char | was to le and 
«rofl upon that Sire for a'Hmndred 
« Thetfrmd Years to! purchaſe the 
as © Favorr of God; and be Reconcdi- 
to him zgain. But tis a fruit- 
* Jef wan Wiſh, Millens of Milh- 
008 of Years will bring me no 
* mearer the ends of oe ce tha Ne 


bw” 
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<< than one: Paor Hour ©. O Eternity, 
* Eternity, . who: can diſcover the: 
* Abyſs, of' Eternity; who can. pra- 
<« perly Paraphraſe upon the Wards 
* for Ever and Ever | 
F could not. forbear refleting on. 
/that paſſage of broiling «porn the- Fire 
a Hundred Thouſand Tears to purchaſe. 
the Favour of God, and.be again Ren 
eonciled to: hin ;, how unproportionas 
ble was this Poor Man's:Concern to 
that of the Commoa Practice:of- the 
World, a great part of which will 
allow no time in Days, Weeks, 
Years, to ſeek the Face and Favour 
of God? And amongſt thoſe that pre- 
tend:to Religion ? How cooly and in- 
differently. do they fpend. that time 
they ſet apart for Private or Pub- 
lick- Devotion, Were they ſenſible 
but .for one Minute-of what this 
Wretched Perſon endured, what 4 
Spun would, it be. to.thejr Devarion, "and 
how careful would they be to- 'make 
their Calling. and! Eleton ſure,, how 
fearful, leſt having a Promiſe made 
| __ of entrivg unto. Rell, ny of 
tnem 
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them ſhould fall ſhort through unbe 
hef, and-fo be fruſtrated: of their 


is to be revealed ? 

It began to grow late, ſo I took 
my -leave of him for that Night, 
promiſing to renew my. Vit, .( if 
it pleaſed God, ) the next Day, 
when I found him ſtill in the ſame 
Condition, as to his Mind ; © but his 
Body was much weakned by hrs con- 
tinual Sweats, cauſed by the Agonies 
he Tay under. -I found Three or 
Four Divines'with him-who had been 
at Prayer,which they told me. had the 
ſame unealſie effect upon him, as when 


I Prayed with him the Night before. | 


One of the Divines. deſired him to 
conſider the' Example of St. Peter, 
who had denied his Maſter with 
Oaths and Curſes, and yet was Te- 
. ceived again \into his Favour. | To 


which he reply?d, ( officiouſly a- 


- gainſt himſelf, as he had done all the 
Day before, ) © *Tis true, St. Percr 
* did deny his Maſter, as I have 


mY - done, but what then ? his woes 
e* na 


nre and hopes of 'that my which 


4» 


- ,weall look'd upon one rags, bf not 
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© had Prayed for him, that his Faith 
© ſhould not fail, and being willing 
© that he ſhould Repent, he look*'d 
© him into a Repentance, and aſliſt- 

© ed him by his Holy Spirit to per- 
© fe It; now if Chriſt would aſ- 
« fiſt me to Repent, I ſhould do ſo 
< too, but he hath juſtly withdrawn 
© his Interceſlions from me : I have fo 
'. often Crucified him a freſh, and 
Wo oe him to open ſhame Sn after 
« grieved that Holy Spiriz, that God 
© has taken it away from me, and in 
© the room thereof has left me the 
© Spirit of Impenitence.and Repro- 
” bation, and given. me, a certain 
© Earneſt of a fearful Inheritance in 


© another Life. 


He ſpake little more chat Day, for 


_ a deal of Company, preſſing in, it 


became troubleſome to him, and -to- 
wards Night Orders were taken for 
the avoiding ſach an KNCONVenIEnCcE. 


' There. were four more,Diyines' in 


the. Room, beſides, at fix, a ' Clock ; 


- knowing what courſe to taKe;* no 
D -"" "LERT 
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Text being offered inhis favour, but 
what tereadily turned another way s -* 
hilt we were thus Muſfing, he Cry- 
ed out in a vehenent affeting Paſlt- 
on,* © How long, oh Lord ! ſhall 
© thy Wrath born for ever againſt 
< me, ſhall thy Eternal Juſtice far 
< ever exatt upon n poor deſpicable 
< Worm? What is my Value or 
* Worth that thou ſhouddſt pour 
© out full Vials of Wrath upon me? 
© Oh that thou would Jet go thy 
'©< Hand, for ever forget me, ard let 
'© me fall into my firſt nothingneſs 
* agam;z as my Righteouſneſs could 
© tave profited thee nothing, © 
© my Impieties have done thee no 
_ © kart, therefore Annihilate me, and 
© let me Periſh to nothing ; be not 
'© Angatewith me that I thus Expo- 
'C Folate with thee ;-?twill be but a 
£27 lrttte time but thy Wrath will 
_ « force the Dreadfulteft Blaſphemies | 
«from me, cxOepe thou prevent 
them: Oh that thon wouldit take - 
6 127 my Being, and my Miſery 3 
*netter of them ran addto, or di- | | 
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* mini/h-from thy Happineſs, there- 
* fore let them. both ceaſe, and let 
* my Name” be. known no-more ;..0r 
* if I muft {ll be, and be Immor- 
*-tal, and thon wilt Puniſh me,:; be- 
© canfe F have Deſpiſed thee.,. let it 
* faffice to be a Privation. of thy 
* Self, and let me paſs ny Eternity 
© in a. Dream, without ever being 
* awakned by the pangs af Tor- 
© ment, without (ever being di- 
©*ſtnrhed by the Gnawing of the 
* Worm th::t Dies not.  . But Oh what 
< fruitleſs Defires, are. theſe, for, 
*-am. Expoftulating: with a God that. 
© has clofet, his Ears ,. apd. will not 
© hear, with a God that his for ever 


'© ſhut ont my -Prayers, and only 


©protrads my Breath a little longer 
* ro. be an, Example unto others ! 
© Oh ye Rocks and Mountams,. that 


< ye wovld hide me from the pre- 
. © ſence of an Incenſed Gadd! Kut 


* there's no flying from his preſence, 


'E what he has began he. will. finiſh, 


© he will extend: his Wrath agaiaſt 


© mefor ever andever. Here ſome 


"RAS . Body 
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Body knocked at the Door, it and 
proved to be a Penny-Poſt-Man 
with a Letter to this Gentleman ; 
which being told him, * How 
* (fays he) aLetter for me ? Alit- 
* tle longer, and I expett another 
ſort of a Meſſenger, Iam (added 
he) very quickly to give up my 
Accounts of every ſecret Ation 
that I have done, and I have a 
* mind to make an Experiment of 
ſomething of the ſame Nature, to 
ſee how Ican bearit ; and looking 
about the Room he eſpy'd me ; 
pray Sir, ſaid he, do me the fa- 
vour as to open and read this Let- 
ter, the Contents I know not, 
but I ſuſpeCt it to come from ſome 
of my old Acquaintance. 1 defi- 
. red to be excuſed, alledging,. that 
poſſibly there might be ſomething in 
it that might be improper to di- 
vulge. * Nothing , nothing , re- 
* ply'd he, can affect me now ; I 
© have no Honour, no Reputation, 
© and what's yet worſe, no Heaven 
© to loſe, by this or any other AQ, 
a * there- 


a © a8 
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& therefore pray: Sit oblige me; or I 
& nou{t trouble ſome Body: el&. Up- 
on-this E broke epen the:Letter,. de- 
Ggning finſt to» take: a Curſory way 
of it, and: then. to: proceed, as: de- 
{, according; as: I found the Con- 
tents, which, upon peruſal;. b thovghc 
not imgentinent 10: the preſent: Cade, 
and: therefore Read as follows, 


Deareſt Sir, | . 
"Naerſbandine you. are fallen dan- 
E  geronſly. ol, and als je had 4a 
Aclaneholy: Effect HROW. ,  £ coma 
ut, ( confedering our Fitter Fuiend- 
thip } bar endaavonr at leaſt rhe neme- 
Ink of tnoſe Evie your Mind: may: bc 
_avnder,, which: perhaps 15 an Office: no: leſ3 
grateful; thaw making Your: Sonnd 
a4: Kigorons.  Sixhnefa and Dearh: are 
the common. La of '#daukind, and. o 
Repiue and Gniuve ar the bedFing of this- 
i Lot, 25 ro Combae rhe Loms wg Nature, 
and Fxgbr apainſt Impeſſebilzties ; Wiaat 
Wie Mm \Bapants a8 the Pigat bn Su- * 
| 1 Mer, ar Cold in Piuron, 67 , Fromble5 
"himſelf, that the Sun ever goes out of 
3 ne” 


rr 
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our Hemiſphere all the Night-time ?- a 


common Evil that every Body bears , 
ceaſes to. be an Evil, becauſe there's n0 


one has a better Fortune to compare with 
#, and without comparifon, nothing can 
be ſaid to be better or worſe; thus alſo 


4 Good made common Palls into Tadiffe- 
rency from the ſame Reaſons. But per- 
baps your Melancholy ſuggeſts unto you, 
that "tis a diſmal thing to Launch out 
into an unknown Abyſs, to be you know 
nor where, nor what, 1 Anſwer, 1 
dream ſometimes of frightful things , 


and the. Idea's that I baveaf them, 1m- 
- preſs as afflitting Reſentments upon my * 
- Spirits,” as if they were real, but when 


1 awake all vanifhes. Thus, if we will 
examine Death, and its ſuppoſed Conſe- 
quences, by the Prejudices of a Melan- 
choly and Diſtrafted Braln, we may be 
Miſerable, propertionable to the heighth 
of our Folly; but if by or Reaſon we 


®eake a View of theſe Formidable Mon- 
fters, they grow tame and familiar to 
6s 


1 wonld demand of him that asks 


we, What Eftate I ſhall be in after © 
Death , Whas Eſtate be was jn before, 


Life? 
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Life ? Pain and Pleaſure will leave 
their Impreſſions upon a Human Spirit ; 
Urs as natural as Wax to recerve the Im- 
preſſion of that Seal by which it us Sealed. 
Therefore if I was ether Happy or 20 
ſerable before I commenced Humanity, 
muſt ſtill retain ſome Impreſſipn 0j 
but 1 now dv neither, therefore ſhall do 
neither hereafter. I came out of a 
Stare of Nothingneſs, and ſhall return 
into the ſame again ;, as the Flame of an 
extinguiſhed Candle difſolves and loſeth it 
ſelf in the Circumambient Air, even ſo 
the Taper of Life waniſhes into pure 
' ether, and 1 no more, when the Laws 
of the Union of the Soul and Body are 
violated and broken. Death it ſelf is 

| nothing ; and aſter Death there's no- 
| thing ;, ; and why ſhould I be afraid of 
nothing ? | Take Courage, Mar, and 
| either Die like your | ſelf , Maſter of 
' your Fate and Happineſs, ſo long as it is 
' ro be kept ;, or Recover, and Live Wor- 
thy the Charafter of a Perſon that knows 
' how either to Live, or Die. So.wiſhes 


- 


Your real Friend and Servant, 
A.B. 
0 
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I had. no foaner read: this Letter 
through, but he ſurpriz'd. us all with 
wepezted diſmal Groans, as if this 
Saul had been ffrugling under the laft 
(Throws of Separation - We thought 
it ODE convenient te preſs for the 
Reaſon of it, conſidering, that Hu- 
man, Nature feels , or at leaſt fup- 
poſes an. Eaſe by complaining of the 
_ Evik it. ſw8ers, and «& happened ac- 
cording. to. oar Expectations, for at 
length ke broke'out into theſe afffict- 
ing Imprecations: © Curſed he the 
© Day wherein EF commenced ſuch a 
< fatal: Friendſhip : Ol gnhappy 
© Fime , when firſt I imbib'd theſe 
. © Atheiſtical- Principles ? When firſt 
© exchanged the Chriſtian. Faith for 
* the Creed of Spizoza and the Levia- 
© than! When-firſt-1 relinquiſh'd 
© 21] reveal d Religion for the matur a 
< one, and the. for. none at all. 
When caſting -his Eyes UPON me, be 
fait, <1 am not able wo wire an 
6 Anſwer to. that Letter, though I 
: * earneſtly defire there ſhould be one, 
's ROAr iS It worth my while to get an 
b 6 Ema- 


—_— 


# 
4 | 1 


— 


© write any more. I'm alſo & 
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, Haba 5s for that purpoſe, forl 
* ſuppoſe I ſhall have no occaſiqgytc 


{ that you might be better able* 
| anſwer ſucha Letter than I,anas 
* my preſent Circumſtances peg 
© (1 being not only a Party, Wew 
© diſmal ſubject a Matter my ſelf) « = 
* what comes frem me may make a 
f | deeper impreſſion upon the Spirit 
* of my Friend, than what comes 


f from a ſtrange. Hand; therefore 


* you will oblige me, if yon will 
' only, lend me your Hand, and let 
* mediate; which I freely offering, 
he ordered a Chair to be ſet on the 
other Side of the Bed, thinking it 


convenient to be as ſecret and free 
from Noiſe and Diverſion as poſlibly 


he could : And then he proceeded. 


(SIR, 


Eing not able to uſe my own, I 


B 


«nſmer yours, poſſibly I may ſubſcribe 
Kd fe if, Ton / 9 well, Its Sg efuller 
Office 


have borrowed KP Hand to © 


- 
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Office to: exdezuonr ta remove the Byils 


" _ of ire; Commun Lot of - Mut 
i Dex ard Sickneſs: 1 could 


 PWNRERTpuir an 4 Hell is the common lot 
of Atheiſt x. - Now your Arguments 


Gannes reach my, Cafe, wleſs yau fir? 


proue' that Hibeiſm is as inevitable as 


Death. and Sickneſs, and thit tharefare 
rhe offatts of it are to be born patuntlys, 
wnlaſs 4 4t:n will combit Neceſſity and 
Sght againit the Laws of Fate. Your 
Way: of arguing 55. futh. 44 F bave ws'd 
any- ſalf farmerly;, 'anh I eannos bat 
wonder naw bom I could think it conelu- 
fove : Perhaps I neuen indeed; thought 
of that, hut was pleafed mitit it, becauſe 
1 miſb'd is take rue, and becauſe I faw 


it my IntereſÞ that it ſhould be fo. If 


you pleaſe PN juil make a Refle- 
ion of two upon what you have writ, 
andthen give yu my: Semianents af the 


whole mattexn,. Tow ſay, That if we 


examine Death and it ſuppoſed Corſe 
geences by our Reaſon, rhaſs formidalic 


Ind than af the: Body. Wiſhut | 


&my: Caſt, 'bne mine alias is © 
that F pay dearly for, viz. . 


- . Adonſters grow tame aud familiar ; 


» _- 
4 
hl _—_—ceo——_—_ nw 
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5 If 
by our Reaſon you mean either ri wel 
liar Creed of Atheiſts, or rhe 
Reaſon of Human Nature'; ial 
thoſe Monſters will be leſs tulle be 
mitiar the more you think of Vw 
ſince no Reaſon difcovers what #niWhex- 
perienc 'dateath is, or the unknown charge 
conſequent thereupon," bew can we jullo 
of things that we know not ? Keafon 
#5 dong as you pleaſe upon things _ 
you are iguorant of, and at bn 

will be as far from Truth antl Serie 
Aion, if 10: farther, than when you 
fir# began; like him that demanded 
a conſiderable Time to tell what God 
Was 3 and when that was expired be 


| demanded yet a greater , and being 


ak'd mby be did fo, be replyed, the 
more he thought, the leſs heknexw of 


- him. 17: might have been retorred on 


tim, though the ſame Hiſtory gives no 
drcoun of #;, Why then did be patition 
for mennsof greater Ignorance and Con- 


- fuſeon ? Torr i is extrean 


weak about 4 pre-exiftent und furure 
\ ; Mares VILs an” 
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H eppineſs or Miſery that I bad in a 
reef cnt State, therefore ſhall retain 
"ens. 4 future State. How that's 4 
Fanſequerce-ir any Rules of Logick I ſee 
eZ Next, you world have me believe 
Þc E * & bare Word , - That Death 
is ROthing, and that aj frer Death there's 
ack 1g. . Pray how Fs you know either, 
having not yet tryed ? there are a great 
many that [ay the contrary. I bave on- 
” concerned my ſelf as to the rationality 
of your Letter, that I might induce you to 
eleve I am not melancholy, aiſtrafted, 


= 


or prejudic 'd in my ieaſen, and I would 


deſire you to beiieve it, That what [ 


am going to ſay may rot bave the leſs 


credit, - becauſe. u comes from one under 
my circum$ances ; Its Truth, and whc- 
ther you will belicue me or no, you will 
at laſt find it 10 be; ſo. | 
_ Here he groan'd , and deſired a 
little intermiſſion , being not only 
weary , with repeating ſo much, bur 
0 preſent dejected and'confuſed with 
the unhappy:Truths he was 'about to 
tel] his Friendz-and-ſo-hereſted him- 


#lif for about half an Hour 3 when o 


calling . 


{ 


| 


» 


| 


— 


_ always 
.ont taking notice of it, has thoſes me 
Nour. 4 AS An example to bed Fi 1d Hs 4 


might. proceed.: Which we HE 
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calling|to meagain, be defired w 


follows. | 
If I could force you to believe- me 
1 would; all I can do is to deal with /Ou6 
As 4 reaſonable Creature, by. opei gy 
Breaſt to you., and then leaving You. at 
Jour liberty to att as you pleaſe. | Whilſt 


we are in Health and Buſineſs we' dy 


ſeem to att contrary to our Intentions, 


and plead for thi:gs we believe not; but 
when we come to. dye the Vizardis raker 
off, and the Man appears as he is, open 
and. plain. This 4s my Condition 
therefore I can have neither Tnrereft 7707 
any other Motive in impoſing upon my 
Friends. 

Religion ( I mean the Chriſtian) is 


10 fictitious Impoſture; Heaven and Hell 


are real,and the immortality of theSout is 
as certain as the exiſtence of rhe Body; 
for a Time we have officiouſly deluded 
and cheated one another of our Religion 
and Happineſs, and God, who will not 
deſpiſed, his Creatures with- 


S "Warning 
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Jarnin eothe lazy indifferentC riff44a7: 
” he alas, 9-4 write pink Ta- 
gedy withous Ti cars, or COPY our the Seal 
of their Damnation, without the extre- 
mity of Horror ? That there's a God 
TJ know, becauſe I continually. feel the 
effetts of his Wrath : That theres a 
Hell, Iam as certain, baving recerved 
the earneft of my Inheritance there, 'in 
my Breait, where my Tortures are 
3:foritely ſhort of any Expreſſion : That 
there's a natural Conſtieuce, which is 
30: the effeft of a prejudiced Education, 
1 now feel with Horror and Amaze- 
.ment, being continually upbraided by. it 


with the Regiftry of my Impicties, and 


a bringing of all my Sins freſh into my 


remembrance ; why God has markt me 


out for an example of bis Wrath and 
Vengeance rather than you, or any of 
_ our Acqueintaznce, I preſume is, becauſe 
T am-the greateſe Apoſtate, having been 
more religiouſly educated than V of 
.you, and therefore done greater acſpite 
= the Spirit of- Grate” an he 


eateſe Scandal to Religion. Oh what | 


puns, egregious pitce 'of Pitty 


is 


betas. AM AE 
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is it for Duſt and Aſhes to contend with 
their Creator, to queſtion his Juſtice, 
his Power, nay his very Being, when ag 
the ſame Time without this infinite wiſe 
God, every fuch vile Wretch would ime 
mediately fail into its Chaos agam,  be- 
ing not able to exiſt one moment without 
him ? What 4 vile ingratitude 1s it ſcur- 
rilouſly to reflet as the Chriſtian Relj- 
£i0n, when the Author of it ayed to re= 
concile ſuch Refleftors to himſelf? dud if 


. 


| #fter all that be has done and ſuffered 


#0 make ſuch Fools happy, they will ſtill 
deny bjym and defoiſe the Benefus of his 
Redemption, what can be expefed but 
that this Interceſſor become an angry 
Fudg and confign his Enernes ouer t0 
the Reward 'of ther Demers ? Don't 
miſtake your ſelf, its nos a light Mat- 
ter t0 queſtion and contend with the God 
of Nature, to abuſe Religion and” de 

the Author of it, and what 1s yet t 

worZt of all, to apoſtatize and leave the 
way of Righteouſneſs, as I have done ; 
behold, God hath met with me for it , 


after a long Forbearance of ſeveral Years 


#72 12UUcr ate. Impicty and P rof, aneneſs : Hs 
| E 2 Let- 
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| Ter me intreat you,” 7 my” Example, 
ro leave off your Sins by Repentance ;, who 
knawerh but God may yet receive you, 
ard. by me preach ſuch a Lefture as 


ay Fop you tn your Courſe of Wicked- 


ne. ec] peak hot this out of any Love 
to'Vertne or Hitred of Vice, for I am 
hardned and impenttently reprobate, only 


herem I iniitate Dives, who was unwil- 


ling bis' Brethren ſhoxld 'come into the 
ſame place of Torment with him : Make 
what fo you pleaſe of this, only remem- 
ber that if i does not"reclatm you, it 
will doubke your Condemnation, and en- 
hatce yowr Guilt, poſſibly to be over- 
taken in this preſent World as I am , 


with the juft Judgment of God ; if not, 
beſure you mill be light on hereafter : 
Which' is all, and 1 wiſh T could ſay 
enough, From 


Yours, \&c.._ 


As ſoon 
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As foon as he ſubſcribed his: Name 
and the Letter was fealed, he. deſi» 
red a Porter might be called and ſent, 
for. fear of a carriage. ; Which * 
was done accordingly; Ang i 
being far worn. w 
Leaves and left hi , within 
good Reit anda happier Condition 
the next Day : Towhich he replyed, - 
: e Gen A I thank you, Tue 7 + 


- Happ $25 a an eq, #50 for 
ay Rk 8 Pon fight 54] 


© expe& will be Jn Ns | 
& * Day, as 1n the Day- viking for th iſh for 
* the Night z thus ſpending thi little 
< remainder of m iſradle Mo- 
* ments in-A. p23 Ip Apo He ; 
© mY Diſſolution, . I 
© Account Iam to-mike Mus It. on : 
© Gentlemen a good Night” to you, - 
© 2nd remember my Example, to con- 
* firm you, in ; that Religion . I haye * 
difomned, that ye may ;ftand more 
* cautiouſly. by-my: Fall,: and i 
© the Happineſs [ have forfeited. 
- The next day came ſeveral-of his : 


Friends. ono the Country, having *. 
E+-J ; had: 
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had an account of his Sickneſs and 
Diſtraftions. When they came into 
the Room, . one. of: them applyed. 

Rf to bil, tellin hit, That 
: and ſeveral more of his Relations 
Were come oh purpoſe/to Town to 
6 im, and were extream ſorry to 
find him in. fuch a weak Condition 
4s he appeared ( for now he was al- 
moſt nothing but Skin and Bones,the 
Ole of that he lay-nnder doing the 


ce of the quickeſt Conſumption.) 

o which he anſwered, * Iam ob- 

- * liged, out of common Civility, to 
© thank you all ; but who are my Re- 
: Jations ? \ Obr , 'viour ſaid, That 
*4ach, only xs? did the Will of his 
e © Heavenly Father were his Relati- 
*ons ': 'T may alſo properly fay , 
© That none but the Atheiſt, the Re- 


* probate, and all fuch as do the. 


* Work of the Devil #re'my Rela- 
0 # tions 5 "this little: Tye of Fleſh-and 
6 Bfood will be FRY in > Moment, 
© but theRelation I have' to the dam- 
*ned is permanent and laſting, the 
: fame Lot, the ſame Place of Tor- 
_ © ments» 


f:\ 


f:\ 


$ imagine diſtracted or melancholy, 
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© ments, the ſame Exerciſes of Bla- 
© ſphemy, and the ſame Eternity of 
© Horror will be common to us all ; 
©ſo that fſimilitnde of Torments; 
© Place and Duration will joyn us in 
*a very ftrict Union. His Friends; 
who had only had ſome Report, of a 
kind of DiſtraQion, were ſurprized 
to hear him deliver himſelf in ſuch 
Terms,and began to enquire of ſome 
of ns what was the matter that he 
talked at ſuch a rate z; who replied; 
We could wiſh.it were Frenzy or 
Diſtraction, but we were afraid of a 


-much ſadder Cauſe, viz.-the Senſe of 


Hell, and God's Wrath upon him, 
which was ſo yiolent as to drive him 


. Into Deſpair, and the utmoſt Ago» 


nies and Horror of Mind, begging, 
if it might pleaſe God, the.cafe might 
be altered' before his Death, which 
they. were ſure could not be far off, 
if he. proceeded as he had begun. 
He hearing/ them whifper, and ima- 
gining the Cauſe of it, called them 
all unto him, and faid ; © You may 


*1 
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©] wiſh 1 were cither ; but it's part 
© of my a5 7 Hg Lam nor ; 3 Oz 
© my Apprehenkion of | Perſons and 
Things 1s rather more vigorous and 
c * quick than 1t was when I wasnn- 
feaHealth : And:it is-my Gurſez 
< hecauſe I am thereby more ſenſible 
&of my Unkappineſs and the Condi- 
tion I am fallen into. Would you 
© be informed why I am_ become a- 
Skeleton in' three. or four Days? 
< Why, my Grief does continually 
cextort ſome unhippy Expreſſions- 
<from me : Know: then that I have 
<-finned againit the Holy Ghoſt, and- 
<done deſpite to the Spirit of Grave: a. 
© that I'have deſpiſed myMaker, and 
- ©-denied my Redeemer'; thatin 
© fhort I have apoſtatized from the 
< Chriſtian Religion, and joined my 
© ſelf tothe Atheiſt and Prophane, 
© and. continued: this Courſe. under” 
© many Conviftions, thi my Iniqui- 
©ty was ripe for Vengeinee, and: the - 
< juſt Judgment of God overtosk me, - 
© when my Security was the made 
6 and the. "Checks of my On 


Y 


- 1 © the leaſt. Since I denied that Sak- 
© vation that comes by Chriſt Jeſus, 
© there 1s no other Mediator or Inter- 
« ceſſor; for Sinners 3 if there be, 

* who's he:that can redeem my Soul 

G from Hell, of give-a Ranſom for 

"my Life? No,- no, the Scripture 
_ ©1s certainly : true, and that ſays, 
© That if we fin wilfully, after we have 
* received the Knowledg: of. the Truth, 
"*yhere remaineth no more. $ acrifice for 

E: "Stor, but a fearful looking for of Tualg- 

©:ment , "and fiery: Indignation, which 

6 * ſhall conſume the Adverſary, There 

©remaineth no more Sacrifice for Sin, 
-©that's the Wound that. pierces my 

mM *'Soul : Chriſt Jeſts was the only 

<explatory Sacrifice for Sinners that 
* God would actept of ; and I not 

© accepting (I would fay, ) and 1 
. - deſpiling this, there now re- 
* mains no other for me to accept 
* of , . no other .to. make an At- | 
{ tonement. and: Satisfaction 'for 

'© me;; [There's #0 other ' Name un- 

© der Heaven given whereby we may be 

Se] Ai po but y the Name” of Feſuz 5” 

* and 
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$ and is this Jeſas that I have Re- 
« proached, Ridiculed, and Abuſed, 
< in his Members here ; nor is this 
© all, I have not been content to do 
©this my ſelf, but-by my Example 
< have. induced: others 'to ds. the 
* ſame.  Methinks.your Breaſts are 
* all open to me, and in the midſt of 
« your Piry and Surprizals, you 
* would bid me Hope, Believe; and 
« Return and” Supplicate that Mercy 
*F-have abuſed 3 that” Jefus..came tb 
«Ave Sinners, and to bring them-to 
©Repentanice, with other things of 
6 this nature. I know that theſe 
_ #* are your py , and by menti- 
< oning them I have faved you the 
& Labour : ' Alas, how fain would] 
*Mope and Believe! Can a Man in 
* Tormenits not deſire to be freed 
: | from them ? No, aſſure your ſelves, 
ould upon any Terms, but the 
iſpleaſure and 'Wrath-of . God, 
c : EE the Power of Hopinp 
* and Believing 3 and though 1 
* wonld, 1 can do neither, nor do 
* I know what ſome Divines _ 
* that 
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that fay;, 'He that:defures: to: Hope; 

'Repent/, | and Believe; in ſome 
meaſures-does it: Iexperience the 
contrary ; a fruitleſs Wiſhing that 
comes not to At, is no more but - 
a Convidtion , +: which ſhall bring 
ſach' Perfons under greater Dam- 
nation. - Wonld. you have me to 
Return and Supplicate that Mercy 
[ have Abuſed ? Alas! how fad is 
my Caſe, that have no other hopes 
but what depend upon Abuſed 
Mercy ? But why' faid I hopes ? 
When 1I-have no hopes at all, my 
hopes are fruſtrate, and my ex- 
pectations are cut off, and what 
remains behind ? why, Iam bid to 
Hope and Believez Oh what Sa- 
tyr, what Mockery and Abuſe is 
this upon me, to find me: in Miſe- 
ry, and -bid me be Happy, with- 
out affording me ſome power of 
being ſo! Indeed ſhould Jeſus 
Chriſt ſay ſo much to me, it 


Q,.n..h 


” 


 *. yonld be ſome Comfort z but for 


[4 5 » » » 

* you to do it, is the ſame thang, 

5 a5 to bid a Malefaftor A” his 
: © Chains 
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Chainsand Fetters;: ahd afſume;his 
Liberty or to call upon the 
Dead to ariſe out of their Graves, 
and Challenge their Eſtates and 
Honours again., How idle. is , it, 
to bid; the Fire not to-burn, - when 
Fuel is-adminiſtred;; 'to command 
the 'Seas to be Smooth and Calm i in 
the midſFof Storms, ' ſuch --is my 
Caſe, and fuch are the Comforts 
of my Friends ; But Pm ſpent, and 
can Complain no more 3, would to 
God the Cauſe of my Complaints 
would alfo ceaſe 3 the Cauſe of my 
Complaints ! \ This renews my 
Grief, and ſammons up the little 
ſtrength I have left to Complain 
again, like an extingulſhing Flame 
that -recolleas-at once all its Ali- 
mentary:: Matter for :one. great 
Blize before it expires.  ?Tis juſt 
' fo with me : Butwhether am I go- 
© ing? As. he ſaid this, - he fainted 


away, and lay iin a ſort of Swound 


_ For J<onliderable_time,;; but by. the 
help of fome-Spiriss we brought him 
£0 himſelf again, ;and'as; ſoon as, he 


opened 
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opened, his Eyes, be ſaid, .* Oh. cruel 
<« 2nd unkind Friends, to awake me 
« from a Dream in which I had a 
< Cellation from my Tortures, but 
* now they return again, and Prey 
< upon my Soul like ſo many Furies. 
This. he ſpoke. with fo: feeling and 
lively Concern, that not one of his 
Relations could refrain from Tears, 
none of them being able to ſpeak to 
him for a conſiderable time before 3 
* You weep, ſays he, but your ve- 
*© ry. Tears come too late.z was: I 
* like another Perſon that goes out 
< of the World, it would be one of 
<© my greateſt Troubles to ſee you 
** Weep, or at leaſt, it would add 
** much to my pains; for he muſb be 
.< unnatural and ſenſelefs..that. could ' 
_ © not be moved and troubled: at. the 
&« affliction of others, eſpecially - his 
« Friends and Relations : : but the 
© Caſe is otherwiſe with me, my 
f* Cup ts full, and already runs over, 
© the bitterneſs of, my Soul: is.as 
<« oreat.. as pollible it, can be.j in this 
< World, and. my Heart is. full of 
7 ** Horror 
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* Horror and Anguiſh, and no 
«Grief can add unto mine, being 
* already fo great, that *cis uncapa- 
< ble. of receiving any more. ' Per- 
«© haps, this may ſeem a Paradox to 
« you at firſt, but what think you of 
& Time and Eternity ?\ Can one add 
<« an Hour to Eternity, which com- 
« prehends and ſwallows all Time ? 
«Can oneadd any thing to theWrath 
© of God, which includes the Fury 
\©& of Devils and Men, this being de- 
 rivative and dependent on that , 
« and can any one add to my Grief 
« and Tortures, who am faller into 


<« the hands of the living God? No, 


«no, reſerve your Tears for your 


© Sins, and caſt them not away ſo 


«'frnitjeſly vpon one that is neither 
E the better nor worfe for them. © _ 
You may eafily imagine what im- 
preflions fuch Sayings as: theſe made 
upon'the Spirits of his Friends, who 
were almoſt overwhelmed withGrief 
and Amazement, with Grief, at the 
Hhmentable State of their Kinſman, 
and with Amazement at the-dreadſul 
: | Judg- 


| 
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Jadgment of God upon him. But in 
the midſt of- their Sorrows they 
had the Prudence to think of the Re-- 
- putation of their Family, and to pro- 
vide for as much Secrecy as they poſ- 
fibly conld in ſach a Caſe; for the 
Rumor of a Man in Deſpair begin- 
ning to ſpread, they conveyed him 
by. Night to other Lodgings ; but he 
was grown fo very weak, that: not- 
withſtanding the Care of thoſe who 
-conyeyed ;him in the Chair, it had 
like to have proved fatal to:him; for 
he fainted away ſeveral Times,- but 
they got him into his Chamber and 
to Bed: as ſoon as they could + After 
2 little Reſt he yet found iſo much 
ſtrength: as to expreſs himſelf thus : 
© Lam not concerned to enquire whi- 
* ther you: haye brought me, -or your 
© Reaſons for ſo doing ;z it had been 
- © fomething if you had brought my 
© Perſon hither | withont my Hotrors 
+ and accuſing Conſcience; or if you 
be had changedmy unhappy 'State-with 

"my. Lodgings 3: but.my- Torments 
* are rather the IIs —_ | 
or 
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*for 1 ſee that difmal Hour is ap- 
*preaching and juſt at hand, when 1 
© ſhall bid you all a ſad Farewel. The 
Doctors that -had been with him in 
the; beginning of this Sickneſs were | || 
againfent for, and they yet declared 
they could do nothing, ſo long -as 
the Diſturbance of his Mind was-the 
Cauſe of his Weakneſs, only they 
-ordered- him ſome Cordial Julips , 
«which they /faid might perhaps ſtren- | 
gthen his: Nature, ſo that-he might | 
Jive two'or'three Days longer. ' My \ 
Bulſineſs:called we away for a Day or ; 
two, and I came again upon Thurſ- 
day Morning pretty early, ' the Day 
of 'his Death.' When Þ-came into | 
the Room 1enquired of his Friends } 
 how-he'thad ſpent his Time ? who 
* ©had beenwith him, what Diſcourſe - 
or Expreſſions had dropt from him ? 
And they told me in general, he had 
-littleGompany;//and that-his Expreſ- - 
;fons weremueh ſhorter!thanibefore, * | 
being: newqganablesmp/-4pent? inehy 
words togethery'yet that what he'(did 


» 


M Fpeak, feenredto” have more Horror 
01 e949 and 
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and Deſpair in it than formerly. Af- 
terwards I went to his Bed-ſide, and 
faw perfe death in his Face, mixt 
with Frich Amazement and 5 259 
that it was the ſaddeſt SpeQtacle | ever 
ſaw in all my Life-time. 1 askt him 
how he djd ? To which he reply, 
«te Damn' y; and lot for ever, Idelired 
him not to entertain ſath a Thonght; 
the Decrees of God were ſecret, and 
God might. puniſh him thys, ' in this 
life, to make him fit. for, a better. 
* They are not (faid_ he) ſecret to 
© me, but diſcovered for my greater 
my Torment ; and my _Puniſhment 
< here is for an Example to others, 
&* and for an Earneſt to me of my own 
« Damnation. Oh that there was no 
« God, or that this God could ceaſe 
75 be : for Tam ſure he will never 
© have Mercy upon me. Alas, faid 
I, theres no contending with our 
Creator,therefore forbear ſuch words 
as may provoke him more. ''* True 
* (reply<d he) "there's. no contend» _ 
« ing ;.1 wiſh there were a poſſibility 
* of getting above God, that would 

F 3 be 
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© be 4. T eaven to me,. . 1 entreated 
him not to entertain ſuch a 'Blaſphe- 
. my, for——Here he interrupted me, 
faying,, © Read we not, in the Revela- 
© j0ns, of thoſe that blaſphem*d God - 
*becauſe of their pains? lam now of 
*rhat number. 'Oh. how-do .I envy 
* the happineſs of Cain and Fudas |! 
But (reply*d I) youare yet alive, and 
donot feel the Tormentsof thoſe that 
are aQtually-in' Hell.” © To which he 
©nfwerd, This is either true-or 
©filfe; if it. be. true, what are my 
©expecations, and how heavy will 
*my Torments be, if I yet not feel 
© the uttermoſt ? But I know that tis 
* falſe, and that I now endure more 
« than the Spirits. of the damn*d in 
*Hell.; for I have the very ſame Tor- 
* tures upon my Spirit, as they have, 
* beſides theTorments | endure in my, 
© Body. I believe that at the day of 
"Judgment, the Torments of my 
.* Mind,and Body will be both of em 
< more intenſe; bur as-I am now, no 
©Spirit in Hell endures what I do; 
* How gladly would Ichange my con- 
. -” « dition 
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© dition for Hell! And how cmtly 
- © would lintreat of my avgry Judge 
* © to ſend me thither, if I was not a- 
, * fraid that he would out of venge- 
< ance deny. me ? Here he clos*d his 
Eyes a little, and began to talk idly 
and beſides himſelf, every now and 
then groaning and gnaſhing his Teeth ; 
but when he open*d hisEyes and lookt 
about, he grew ſenſible again, and 
felt for his own. Pulſe, ſaying, ©* How 
© lazily my Minntes paſs 0n! Whefi will 
© be the laſt Breath, the laſt Pulſe, that 
*ſhall beat my Spirit out of this de- 
*cay*d Manſion into thoſe defird Re- 
Wy: of Death and Hell? Oh! I 
d ©ris juſt at hand; and what ſhall 
© now ſay? I'm now afraid again to 
© die. Ah the forlorn Hope, the de- 
< ftitute State of an Atheift that has 
©noGoad to goto,nathing to fly to. for 
* Peace or Comfort ! Here his Speech - 
wits him again 3: and weall believ- 
ing him to , be juſt a legving the 
World went to Prayer, which threw 
him into an Agony, in which, tho? 
he could not i] "__ perfeQaly, hemade 
what 
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what noiſe he conld to hinder himſelf 
from. hearing, and turn*d away his 
Face that he might not ſee theARion; 
which we perceiving, we recom- 
mended him to the Mercy of God, 
ind gave over. His Speech retarn'd 
not again for a confiderable time, 
but he fixt his Ghaſfly Eyes upon us, 
and by the Air of his Countenance 
ſhew<d, that we had nota little diſ- 
oblig*d him: And-as ſoon as he cou'd 
ſpeak, he ſaid,” «©: Tygers and Mon- 
« ſters, are ye alſo - becoine Devils 
«& to Torment me, and pive me a 
«. Proſpe& of. Heaven, to make my 
<< . Hell the more intollerable ? Alas, 
Sir, reply*d I, - what Intereſt can we 


have in making you miſerable? *Tis 


our deſire of your recovery and re- 
conciliation with God, that caſts vs 
down at the Throne of Grace; if we 
muſt not ſeek aſliſtance at the hand 
vf God, where elfe ſhonld we ſeek it ? 
Tf God denies; who-elfe can give 
it? If he'will not | have Mercy, 
- whether -muſt we po for it ? To 
which he replyd, © Ay that*s the 
ab . <© Wound, 
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** Wonnd, God is become my Ene- 

"** my, and there is none ſo ſtrong as 
<* he to deliver me out of his Hand ; 

* he conſigns me over to his Eternal 


« Wrath and Vengeance, and there 


©<-1s none that is able to Redeem 


 % me. Was there another. God as 


«& Mighty as he who would Patro- 
« nize my Cauſe, or was I zbove.,. 
« or Independent of God, then I 
«& could Act and: Diſpoſe cf my 
&« ſelf as 1 pleaſed, then would my 
<*< Horrors ceaſe, and the Expe@ati- 


' © on and Deſigns.of my Formida- 
'« ble Enemy be fruſtrate ; ; but this 
*©©'cannot be, for'I - 


Here his 
Voice failed him again, and; þe. be- 


'ean:to ſtruggle and. gaſp:for alittle 


breath-,, - which having : recovered, 
with a Groan ſo Dreadfal and Loud, 
as if it had_not been. Humane, he 
Cried out, © Oh the inſufferable P 
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he Died, am ſetlin the Viſage 
of - 'his' Face” ach i Pant.” asf 
the Body, tho'. Dead, .was ſenſible of 
Fi Extremity..| of : Torments.” How 


God 
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God diſpoſed of him we know not ; 

Secret things belong to the Lord, to 
us Charity and Hope; yet not ſo 
much as'to make this no Example 
to vs, for ſuch Inſtances are figna- 
1ized on nrpoſe to.. Teach ys Fear 
and Reverence, to, Judg aur felyes, 
and uſe, the utmoſt. Diligence and- 
Care to make our Calling and Electi- 
0n ſure. , WE 9: 
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